
COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
 

AGENDA
 
November 19,2009
 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF MlNUTES 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

A. Election ­
a) Very successful- except for John Glascott loss 

b) Legislator Iannello issue
 

c) e-mail address?
 

B. Court - Step Case 

a) City, Control Board & District filed for leave to appeal with Court ofAppeals - (They 
were denied leave to appeal by the Appellate Court). 

b) Return date November 30th 
- date that BTF's & other unions' responses due at
 

NYS Court of Appeals.
 

c) Decision on whether Court of Appeals will hear appeal is 30-90 days (usually). 

d) IfCourt decides to hear the appeal, we are ready. 

c. Court Case - Contempt against District 

Single carrier issue - April 30, 2010 

D. Negotiations - Mediator sets 2 (tentative) dates 

a) December 10 - short session - to review proposals
 

b) December 18 - Full teams all day in an attempt to resolve all issues - We are still far apart.
 

E. New York State Budget 

a) BTF Testimony - NYS Senate Finance Committee (see on line -www.btfny.org) 

b) NYS Senate Finance Committee -- BTF Testimony & District letter sent by BTF to 
to Assembly Speaker, Assembly Finance Committee Chairperson, WNY Delegation. 
Calls were also made by BTF. 

c) NYS Senate - Democrats & Republicans - No mid-year cuts to education. 
Call Senators Antoine Thompson (716-854-8705 / 518-455-3371); Dale Volker 
(716-656-8544 / 518-455-3471); William Stachowski (716-826-3344 / 518-455-2426) 
and thank them for their efforts to prevent education cuts. 

F. Lesson Plans -	 Meeting with District Convened by Dr. Oladele & BTF 

Community Superintendents and Area Directors were present. Teachers presented issues. 

a) Meeting seemed very productive. Most, including Dr. Oladele, want to resolve
 
the issue - Most unaware ofextent of lesson plan problems.
 

b) Some issues brought up: 
I) Elementary - why the need for duplicate lesson plans - most are already in Reading 

and Math programs. 0 

O-v-e-r ->->-> 



(Cont'd) 

2) High School- excessive documentation being required - Need to develop a standard 
document. 

3) Special Education - with multiple levels, lesson plans need to be reduced - also, same 
issues as Elementary & High School. 

4) District will meet to develop clarification ofwhat is and is not required. 

5) Will contact BTF when complete. 

6) Dr. Oladele willing to come to discuss results with Council of Delegates. She was 
very supportive of concerns. 

7) District presented its Professional Growth System link of the BPS website. Could be a 
great resource for teachers. BTF suggested a document describing it for all teachers. A 
presentation for those who have not reviewed it may occur during a Superintendent's Day. 
Our concerns relate to privacy and access to information. 

G. Commissioner re: testing 
a) Strong position questioning standardized testing -	 Also Buffalo News editorial (see 

doc. #1). 

b) BTF letter praising his statements - BTF willing to work with him (see doc. #2) 

H. Superintendent's Letter - Teacher concerns re: Scheduling (see doc. #3) 

L HINI 

a) BTF continues to monitor - call BTF iflarge numbers of students absent 

b) Erie County Health Commissioner - schools & community centers to get HlNl
 
vaccine after private physicians.
 

BTF calls for Federal & State investigation of Erie County's position (see doc. #5). 

J.	 Buffalo News ­

a) Disparaging editorial cartoon - BTF response & cartoon (see doc. #5). 

b) BTF to do study of expenses we have that other districts don't, i.e. large numbers of 
ELL and handicapped students. 

K. "Buffalo's Best" Certificates 

L. Cameras in Phys Ed Gyms, Libraries (That's their classroom) - NYSUT researching 

M. New BTF Website (btfny.org) 

N. Other Late Items 

Second Grade Report Cards - (see doc. #6) 

O. Old Business 

P. New Business 

Q. Adjournment 
o 


